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New Homes — Even Expensive Ones — Help Everyone
Trey Gordner, University of Hawaii at Manoa
A common objection to new housing developments in Hawai'i is that most working families cannot afford

them. If most new construction is market-rate housing that costs more than many locals can afford, how does
building more homes improve affordability?

A growing body of research, including a new study conducted in Honolulu, shows that new housing of all kinds

improves affordability throughout the housing market, and that the people who benefit most are Hawai'i's
cost-burdened tenants.
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