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My brother Todd, a diehard Red Sox fan with a massive sweet tooth, was an incredibly social person. This was
especially notable because he did not speak, used a wheelchair, and needed constant support throughout his
day due to his cerebral palsy. Growing up with Todd taught me early on that people should get what they
need to live meaningful and self-determined lives. Thanks to Medicaid, Todd received personal care
assistance, in-home therapies, and employment services. These supports enabled him to graduate from his
local public high school, work part-time as an adult, and live a full and social life. Those same Medicaid
services also allowed our mother, who was a single parent for over three years, to work full-time to provide for
her six children.

Unfortunately, those services are now under direct threat. In late May, the House of Representatives passed
the Trump administration’s reconciliation bill in a narrow, partisan vote (215-214). The bill is now being
debated in the Senate and could be passed and signed into law before the July 4th holiday. Among many
other measures, if enacted, the bill would implement the largest cut to Medicaid in its history, totaling over
$800 billion. Cuts of this magnitude could strip 10 to 13 million people nationwide of longstanding and
essential healthcare services they depend on, threatening their health, independence, and quality of life.
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