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I am writing on behalf of all the Commissioners of the Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities
(CHRO) to express deep concern regarding the proposed budget cuts to the Commission. The recent
withholding of $900,000 from our budget, coupled with the additional $500,000 reduction to Other Expenses
outlined in House Bill No. 6863, significantly hampers our ability to fulfill our mission of protecting civil rights
in Connecticut.

For several months now, even before the hiring freeze implemented in March, we've been unable to fill crucial
staff positions. Currently, we have 92 filled positions, but funding only covers 90. Six more positions are vacant
and left unfunded, for a total of 98 positions. This shortage has led to a backlog of intake appointments, as
we've seen a sharp increase in inquiries and complaints. Appointments in one of our regional offices are
currently being scheduled for October 2025.
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