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Project Objective: Addressing the need to educate individuals held in custody in local jails, the projectin
partnership with the Alameda County Public Defender’s Office (ACPDO) Voter Outreach Increases Community
Empowerment (VOICE) program and the Registrar of Voters began working towards providing individuals in
custody with the knowledge and support necessary to register to vote. The project is working towards
synthesizing research and experiences and highlighting resource gaps and best practices in order to
communicate and contextualize learnings to journalists and fellow academics.

L]
» -
g? PDSthllit}f Lab AboutUs ~  Projects ~  Resources Partner with Us

Can we increase civic
engagement for people in jail?

More t 0 A it

Possibility Lab

Visit the project website, Possibility Lab, here. The website features information on how to increase civic
engagement for people in jail.

https://scholars.org


https://possibilitylab.berkeley.edu/project/can-we-increase-civic-engagement-for-people-in-jail/

Key Considerations

Delve into the challenges and solutions associated with jail-based voter registration and jail-based voting.
Explore the key considerations for jurisdictions that want to explore the possibility of polling places within
jails.

Media Coverage

Oaklandside: Prop. 17 passed 2 years ago. Now, 50,000 Californians on
parole can vote

https://scholars.org


https://berkeley.app.box.com/s/ohy2gapnwq5tklzgv7rpds79zhf90l4u
https://oaklandside.org/2022/11/07/prop-17-santa-rita-jail-voting-felony-convictions-parole-2022-election/
https://oaklandside.org/2022/11/07/prop-17-santa-rita-jail-voting-felony-convictions-parole-2022-election/

Established in 2016, the Public Defender’s Office's VOICE (Voter Outreach Increases Community
Empowerment) program has registered over 1,500 people at Santa Rita, around a third of whom have
registered since Prop. 17 passed.

MEREDITH SADIN

University of California-Berkeley

Sadin's research focuses on political behavior, experimental methods and inequality. She explores the w
about social class to form their policy preferences, select candidates, and make political decisions. Her r
manner in which candidates’ social class backgrounds affect voters’ evaluations. Sadin is a recipient of tf
Graduate Research Fellowship.

EMILY SWIDE

Possibility Lab

Emily Swide is a graduate of the Master of Public Policy program at UC Berkeley's Goldman School of Pul
Director of Scheduling in the Office of Governor Gavin Newsom and Director of Scheduling and Advance
campaign. Before that, she worked for Oakland Mayor Libby Schaaf on her re-election campaign and me
Shanell Williams for Board of Trustees at City College of San Francisco.
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https://scholars.org/affiliate/meredith-sadin
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