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Hold Science to Higher Standards on Racism

Emily Klancher Merchant, University of California-Davis

Shortly before an 18-year-old white supremacist entered a supermarket in a Black neighborhood of Buffalo,
N.Y., and shot 13 shoppers and employees with an assault rifle bearing a racist epithet, he posted an online
diatribe. Other white nationalist terrorists have done that, but this one was different: It cited a considerable
quantity of scientific research to support its author’s racist claims and actions.

In the weeks since the mid-May shooting, journalists and scientists have discussed what to make of the

Buffalo terrorist's references to science. Overwhelmingly, these discussions describe the diatribe as relying on
pseudoscience or discredited science and co-opting or misreading mainstream science.
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https://www.nytimes.com/news-event/buffalo-ny-mass-shooting?name=styln-buffalo-shooting&region=TOP_BANNER&block=storyline_menu_recirc&action=click&pgtype=LegacyCollection&variant=show
https://www.nytimes.com/news-event/buffalo-ny-mass-shooting?name=styln-buffalo-shooting&region=TOP_BANNER&block=storyline_menu_recirc&action=click&pgtype=LegacyCollection&variant=show
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/14/nyregion/victims-buffalo-shooting.html
https://www.statnews.com/2022/05/23/buffalo-shooting-ignites-debate-genetics-researchers-in-white-supremacist-ideology/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/may/18/4chan-radicalize-buffalo-shooting-white-supremacy
https://gizmodo.com/buffalo-shooter-great-replacement-theory-eugenics-ra-1848986922?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=SocialMarketing&utm_campaign=dlvrit&utm_content=gizmodo
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/scientists-must-consider-the-risk-of-racist-misappropriation-of-research/

