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We’ve passed the annual tax-filing deadline, and households across the country have gathered financial
papers documenting tax payments — with the ostensible goal of paying our share so the government can
provide for the public good. But as the pandemic continues into its third year, it’s reasonable to wonder how
those tax dollars are being used to build healthier, more equitable communities — and how we are to know if
those programs are working.

The implications of poverty for health have been underscored by the COVID-19 pandemic. Wealth can be used
to protect health, and poor health and past health expenses can also undermine earning ability.
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