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Five years ago, President Donald Trump was sued over the Muslim ban, which prohibited immigration and
travel to the United States from seven majority Muslim countries. Although it is impossible to know how many
lives were thrown into disarray by the flick of President Donald Trump's pen, at least 41,000 people were
denied visas based solely on their nationality. An overwhelming majority—94 percent—were people from Iran,
Syria and Yemen.

President Joe Biden, like other critics of the ban, proclaimed that those affected "were the first to feel Donald
Trump's assault on Black and brown people." But since a 1944 lawsuit in which a Arab Muslim man
successfully argued that he was white in order to become a naturalized citizen, people from the Middle East
and North Africa (MENA, which includes Iran, Syria and Yemen) have been counted as white in the U.S. As a
result, and unlike other minorities, an estimated 3 million MENA Americans do not have a box to mark their
identities on the Census or most surveys. And when MENA Americans are masked under the white category,
the everyday group- and individual-level inequalities they face are made invisible, making clear that adding a
MENA box to the U.S. Census is long overdue.

February 12, 2022 https://scholars.org

https://www.newsweek.com/topic/donald-trump
https://www.aclunc.org/sites/muslim-ban/
https://travel.state.gov/content/dam/visas/presidentialproclamation/P.P.%209645%20Monthly%20Public%20Reporting%20%E2%80%93%20September%202020.pdf
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/joe-biden
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/07/20/biden-pledges-to-end-trumps-muslim-ban-on-his-first-day-in-office.html
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2529506
https://www.latimes.com/projects/la-me-census-middle-east-north-africa-race/

